Refugees are extremely vulnerable. They cannot count on the assistance of relatives and friends in a foreign country and fear for their well being and often even for their lives. They come to places where they are not wanted because they are viewed as indigent or lazy, have nots, or even criminals. Even those who 1 Translated by Diane Gössing.
Refugees are extremely vulnerable. They cannot count on the assistance of relatives and friends in a foreign country and fear for their well being and often even for their lives. They come to places where they are not wanted because they are viewed as indigent or lazy, have nots, or even criminals. Even those who were well off in their native countries but then had to flee for political reasons, as was the case with many intellectuals in Na zi Germany, live in difficult, i.e., precarious, circumstances in their countries of refuge. Refugees and migrants are character ized by what is called "high vulnerability": they are limited in their ability to fend off attacks; they lack life resources of their own and need the protection of others. "Vulnerability" is there fore a key term in present discussions on migration. 2 For theology this is very interesting, for vulnerability is one of theology's key themes. It is a central Christian belief that in Jesus Christ God became a vulnerable human being. Christian teaching on the incarnation asserts that, by his own free will, God made himself vulnerable in the form of a human being made of flesh and blood. God did not simply create an extreme ly fragile and vulnerable world and then, without any concern, leave it to its own devices. On the contrary, in Jesus Christ God himself becomes vulnerable. Jesus was born as a helpless baby, and his family had to flee with him to Egypt. Christian theology begins with birth and flight, both of which are signs on the path of vulnerability.
This fact makes possible a discursive approach from Chris tology to the complex of problems surrounding migration to day. Birth is a form of "biopower" (biopouvoir), as the French philosopher Michel Foucault termed it (Foucault 1998). The fact that seven billion people now live on this earth confronts us with the explosive force of this "biopower." Vulnerability be comes apparent everywhere. What dislocations will the pres sure from migration created by the growing world population cause? How many of the seven billion people on earth will die of hunger and war, disease, and impoverishment? How can people protect themselves from the violence inherent in the un fair distribution of global life resources?
